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Comenius and his textbooks on Latin. — The influence
of this German innovator was especially developed and
extended by the great Moravian educator, John Amos
Comenius (1592-1670). The educational achievements of
Comenius were the outgrowth of sense realism, and appear
in three directions: (1) the series of texts for learning
Latin; (2) his Great Didactic; and (3) his attempts to
create an encyclopedic organization of scientific knowl-
edge (pansophid).
His textbooks were influenced by the plan of Ratich,
but were more specifically indebted for their method and
names to a Jesuit educator named Bateus, who had writ-
ten a similar work. They were intended to afford a grasp
of all the ordinary scientific knowledge of the day and at
the same time facilitate the study of Latin. They con-
tained an arrangement into sentences of several thousand
Latin words for the most familiar objects and ideas. The
Latin was printed on the right-hand side of the page, and
on the left was given a translation in the vernacular. On
this plan he undertook to write some four textbooks of
graded difficulty, and eventually produced also a supple-
mentary work in which the text was accompanied with
pictures. Each object in the illustrations of this book
was marked with a number corresponding to one in the
text. It was called Orbis Sensualium Pictus ("The World
of Sense Objects Pictured'7)? and constitutes the first
illustrated reading book on record (Fig. 29).
The Great Didactic. — But these books on teaching
Latin realistically were only part of the work that Come-
nius performed. More extensive was his Great Didactic,
which described his ideas as to what the theory and prac-
tice of education should be. In this book he strove to
assimilate all that was good in the realistic movement as

